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[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of Coltishall Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 4th February 2025 at 6.30pm in Coltishall Church Rooms

Present
Chair:  Richard Germany
Councillors:  Nicola Chaney, Hayley Sands Moore, Michael Spinks, Ewan Young and Joanne Young.
Also, Becky Furr – Parish Clerk, Robert Oakes - Coltishall Allotment Association Chairman, District Councillor Jo Copplestone, County Councillor Fran Whymark, Matt Davidson and Christina Hack and nine parishioners.

Public Participation
Please see the end of these minutes for reports from District Cllr Copplestone and County Cllr Whymark.  County Cllr Whymark AGREED to chase up the Traffic Regulation Order for double yellow lines on Wroxham Road.

Several parishioners shared their concerns about the poor conditions and health and safety of the site which Crocus Homes are responsible for on Rectory Road.  This is an active case with the enforcement team at BDC Planning Dept.  Mr Davidson – MD of Crocus Homes reported that the conditions of the site have improved since they took ownership from the previous contractors.

Several parishioners also expressed their disappointment about Crocus Homes refusal to put a footpath link to the BVR.  Mr Davidson stated they have explored this thoroughly, but due to the gradient of the existing footpath this was not feasible.  They intend to close this passage, which is part of their boundary for health and safety reasons.  This was challenged by members of the public and parish council.

Mr Davidson reported that Crocus will be carrying out a school campaign.  The parish coincil was invited to an escorted visit of the site.  There will shortly be a road closure on Rectory Road.  It is likely the first properties will be ready sometime between June and July 2025.  Crocus will be putting in a new bus stop on the North Walsham Road.  

Crocus will be bricking up and rendering the windows at the football pavilion and installing a defibrillator.  Chair, Mr Germany thanked Crocus for attending the meeting and carrying out the above works.

Main Meeting
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were ACCEPTED from Cllr Haschak and Cllr Thackham. 
2. Declarations of interest and request for dispensations
Cllr Germany and Cllr Sands Moore are tenants of Coltishall Allotments.
Cllr Chaney, Cllr Germany and Cllr Spinks are trustees of Coltishall Commons Management Trust.
3. Minutes 
The minutes of the last Parish Council meeting held on 7th January 2025 were APPROVED and SIGNED as a true and accurate record.
4. Matters Arising 
a. SAM2 Report (Circulated in advance).
5. [bookmark: _Hlk57640499]Planning Applications
a. 2023/2422 Update on Crocus Homes Development on Rectory Road.  Cllr Copplestone had previously called this application to committee on the grounds that the development was out of the settlement limit.  However this has since been agreed as a preferred site in the Greater Norwich Local Plan, so is no longer a valid reason.  Members of the parish council AGREED Cllr Copplestone should pursue the condition for a link to the BVR footpath from Rectory Road.
b. 2025/0179 Certificate of lawfulness (existing) to establish the development was implemented in breach of condition 5 of permission 20031943 and is now lawful at 67A Rectory Road.  NO COMMENTS.


6. Finance
	a. Payments received and NOTED

	HMRC
	VAT Reclaim – Qtr 3
	£941.40

	b. Payments already approved and NOTED

	Coltishall PCC
	Room Hire for 2025
	£221.00

	Norse
	Village Hall hedge cutting
	£105.74

	Norse
	Bowling Green hedge cutting
	£148.15

	c. Payments APPROVED

	Norse
	Grass Cutting - January
	£899.03

	Clifford Moate
	Self Contracted Grounds man
	TBC

	B.Furr
	Clerks Expenses
	£106.63

	Nordic
	Annual Play Area Inspection
	£200.00

	Target Trees
	Failed limb removal - Allotments 
	£200.00

	Scribe Accounts
	Monthly Subscription Fee
	£44.40

	Target Pest Solutions
	X2 treatments and hirer of 20 bait boxes
	£216.00

	d. Payments for information only – previously agreed direct debits and standing orders

	B Furr
	Clerks Salary for January
	£1289.30

	Norfolk Pension Fund
	Clerks Pension for January
	£431.16

	HMRC
	Tax for January
	£244.76

	EE
	Clerks Mobile for January
	£6.47


7. Internal Auditor
The quotation from the Virtual Interal Auditor was APPROVED.
8. Coltishall Allotments
Minutes from the Allotment Committee meeting were circulated in advance of the meeting.  It was AGREED to serve a notice to quit letter to the tenant of Plots 56 and 58, request the tenant of Plot 1 to clear the bonfire heap, greenhouse and rubbish from their lot and request the tenant of Plot 5 reinstates his fencing in line with their original boundary as this is affecting vehicular access on site.
The AGM will be held on the 26th March at 6.30pm in the Church Rooms.
The quote for a digger and driver was APPROVED at £280 plus VAT.
The clerk read out a report from Target Pest Solutions regarding the rat problems.  There is a medium to high level of activity.  Quotes were considered for an on-going 6 weekly contract.  It was AGREED the clerk will establish from Chris Knott Insurance whether the parish council could use and supply their own bait boxes and rat poison as this is a more cost effective option.
9. Highway and PROW matters
a. Cllr Sands Moore reported that parking opposite the Grove on Rectory Road continues to be a problem, forcing pedestrians to use the road because the footpath is too narrow.  County Cllr Whymark AGREED he would have a meeting with Justin Le May at Highways to discuss options. 
b. The clerk has received over 40 user evidence forms for parishioners claiming they have used the footpath between Church Close and Church Loke for over 20 years.  The clerk thanked the Community Action Group for all their hard work collecting signatures for the petition which support the parish council’s application to make this footpath a public right of way.  There are over 160 signatures.
c. It was AGREED the clerk will explore if compensation is available before signing the retrospective wayleave agreement for Broadband on Great Hautbois Common.
10. Play Area
The play area inspection report was circulated in advance of the meeting.  No actions were identified.
11. Dog Bins
It was AGREED to purchase another dog bin at Coltishall Common (proposed by BDC).  The quote from Glasdon was ACCEPTED at £254.00. The emptying service will be £239.20 per annum.
12. Coltishall Rainbow Run
Cllr Sands Moore AGREED to be the parish council champion for the Rainbow Run and will liaise with the Friends of Coltishall Primary School.
13. Community Payback Scheme
The Community Payback Scheme has AGREED to assist with clearing Plots 6 and 29.  A committee member will be meeting them on site to agree works.
14. Policies
The Risk Management Policy was reviewed and APPROVED.
15. Coltishall Village Hall and Recreation Ground (CVHRG)
a. CVHRG premise signage for the village hall, cricket pavilion, bowls pavilion and football pavilion.  The quotation from Ashley Ad’s was APPROVED for £323.00 was APPROVED.
b. Re-graveling the car parks at the village hall and large recreation ground.  It was AGREED the clerk will contact Tarmac to see if they will donate gravel for the car parks.
c. Damp assessing or re-boarding the wall in the pre school children’s toilet.  It was AGREED to accept the quotation from Hyspek to plaster board the wall with damp in the pre school toilets for £650.
d. Replacing the fuse box at the village hall/pre school.  It was AGREED to accept the quotation from CSM Electrical for £2992 + VAT.  The works will be carried out over a weekend so not to disrupt the pre school provision.
16. Items on the next agenda
To authorise donations to community groups as stated in the budget.
17. Next Meeting
 Tuesday 4th March 2025 at 6.30pm in the Church Rooms, Rectory Road.  

Meeting closed at 7.39pm.










News from Broadland District Council- February 2025 (Devolution).
County Councillors in Norfolk & Suffolk have voted for a devolution deal in early January and we are now waiting to find out whether Government wish to place Norfolk & Suffolk in a ‘priority programme,’ to go forward towards Devolution at some pace. 
County council leader, Councillor Kay Mason Billig, said that, while the Government was pushing councils to take a decision with "indecent haste" and to apply to postpone elections, the alternative was to be at the back of the queue for powers and funding. If Ministers agree the deal, we will see the May 2025 council elections scrapped, and the formation of a Mayoral Combined authority, with a Mayor elected in May 2026 for Norfolk and Suffolk, who will preside over single tier unitary authorities.
At Broadland councillors are considering our budget for next financial year, mindful that our annual Local Government Finance Settlement was far less than last year. The administration has decided to freeze level of Broadlands council tax at the same level as last year, which will be a relief to many households. 
However, our council is facing significant homelessness pressures, with 97 households in Broadland being accommodated in temporary accommodation in January 2025, up from 55 households a year ago and 43 households two years ago. The Council has proactively purchased temporary accommodation with the use of a Government Grant, and now owns 44 bedspaces, but if there is further demand, more families will be placed in expensive B & B accommodation, and the cost to the Council will increase significantly, and this poses the biggest risk to Council budgets going forward. 
Kind regards, Cllr. Jo Copplestone                          Cllr.jo.copplestone@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
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