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Draft

                                                                                                     

[bookmark: _heading=h.ecdvwgxt6grn]Minutes of Coltishall Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 6th May 2025 at 6.30pm in Coltishall Church Rooms

Present
Chair:  Richard Germany
Vice Chair:  John Haschak
Councillors:  Nicola Chaney, Hayley Sands Moore, Michael Spinks, Michelle Thackham, Ewan Young and Jo Young.
Also, Becky Furr – Parish Clerk, Robert Oakes - Coltishall Allotment Association Chairman, County Councillor Fran Whymark and five parishioners.

Public Participation
Please see the end of these minutes for reports given by District Cllr Copplestone and County Cllr Whymark.  

Main Meeting
1. Elections
Cllr Richard Germany was ELECTED as Chairman and signed his declaration of acceptance of office.   Cllr John Haschak was ELECTED as Vice Chairman and will sign his declaration of acceptance of office.
2. Apologies of absence
Apologies were received and ACCEPTED from District Cllr Copplestone.
3. Declarations of interest and request for dispensations
Cllr Germany, Cllr Sands Moore and Cllr Thackham are tenants of Coltishall Allotment Association.
Cllr Chaney, Cllr Germany and Cllr Spinks are trustees of Coltishall Commons Management Trust.
4. Minutes 
The minutes of the last Parish Council meeting held on 1st April 2025 were APPROVED and SIGNED as a true and accurate record.
5. Matters Arising
None to report.
6. [bookmark: _heading=h.pkbcxj13ocnq]Planning Applications
a. 2024/1701 – Amended plans for a single storey front extension & erection of a detached cart lodge with first floor office space at The Byre Hernes Farm, Frogge Lane.  NO COMMENT.
b. BA/2025/0096 – Construction of one self build dwelling and two market housing dwellings at the land west of Church Loke.  OBJECTION – concerns for pedestrian safety on Church Loke, condition and congestion on road (during construction and once dwellings are occupied), site is on a flood plain and within the conservation area.  
c. [bookmark: _GoBack]2025/1137 – Conversion of outbuilding from swimming pool/gym to annexe at 1 Great Hautbois Road.  NO COMMENT.
7. Finance
	a. Payments received and NOTED

	Broadland District Council
	Precept – 1 of 2 instalments
	£27,685.50

	HMRC
	VAT Reclaim – Quarter 4 2024-25
	£694.18

	Broadland District Council
	Community Infrastructure Levy (CiL) – 30 dwellings on Land at Rectory Road (Crocus Homes)
	£7292.30

	b. Payments APPROVED

	Norse
	Grass Cutting - April
	£952.97

	Clifford Moate
	Self Contracted Grounds Man
	£390.00

	B.Furr
	Clerks Expenses 
	£40.00

	C & C Construction
	Allotment Waste Removal
	£180.00

	Fenland Leisure Products
	Wetpour Repair Kit
	£151.40

	Hyspek
	Panels for Toilet in Pre School
	£780.00

	National Allotment Society
	Annual Membership
	£84.00

	J.Short
	VE Day Entertainment (split 50:50 with Horstead Parish Council)
	£112.50

	c. Payments for information only – previously agreed direct debits and standing orders

	B Furr
	Clerks Salary for 1st April – 9th May 25
	£1531.69

	Norfolk Pension Fund
	Clerks Pension for 1st April – 9th May 25
	£521.36

	HMRC
	Tax for 1st April – 9th May 2025
	£444.67

	EE
	Clerks Mobile for April
	£6.47

	Norfolk Rivers Drainage Board
	Annual Fee
	£9.88

	Scribe
	Accounts Package
	£44.40


d. The Asset Register for 2025 was APPROVED.
e. The Internal Auditors report for year ending 31 March 2025 was considered and all recommendations and actions identified within the report were ACCEPTED. 
f. The governance statements on the Annual Return for 2024/2025 was SIGNED and APPROVED.  The clerk will submit an explanation for why the answer “no” was given for Item 9.
g. The Statement of Accounts and Bank Reconciliation for 2024/2025 was SIGNED and APPROVED.
8. Allotments
a. Quotes to clear Plot 2 and reclaim funds from existing tenant.  There has been no communication from the tenant or any effort to clear the rubbish left on the plot.  Two quotes were considered.  The quote from C & C Construction for £130 was APPROVED.  It was agreed future discussions were needed about potentially increasing the security deposit, as £50 does not cover the cost to clear a plot.  It was AGREED once this is done; the clerk will send signed delivery a letter to reclaim the costs.
b. Update on Community Payback Scheme clearing the site entrances.  Ms Knight from the Allotment Committee will arrange a time to meet with Megan and agree what work needs to be carried out at the vehicular entrances ready for the Type 1 to be laid on the ground.  The clerk has obtained two quotes.  It was AGREED to proceed with the quote from Anglia Grabs for £232+VAT and place the order when the Community Payback Scheme are ready for this to be delivered.
c. Update on Asbestos on Plot 37a and quote for waste removal.  A survey was carried out by the Broadland Group which identified there was asbestos on the plot.  Mr Oakes said this had already been cleared and will look at the plot again to see if there are any signs of asbestos.  If there is, East Coast Insulations have AGREED to remove the waste for £65.00.
9. Highway and PROW matters
a. Double Yellow Lines for Wroxham Road.  County Councillor Whymark confirmed the Traffic Regulation Order was approved at cabinet this morning and the lines should be carried out soon.
b. 20mph circle. (From Rectory Road, along Church Road, High Street, and Station Road up to Westbourne Road.)  Highways have advertised a notice of proposal in the EDP.  Public consultation will close 27th May 2025.
c. SAM2 Data Downloading.  The clerk thanked Trish Graysmark for her voluntary work downloading the data.  This has now come to an end and the new clerk will liaise with Westcotec for training and log in information.
10. Donations
It was AGREED to donate £500 to Coltishall PCC towards their grant applications for the reparation of the public clock and refurbishment of church rooms.
11. Coltishall Village Hall and Recreation Ground Charity
a. CVHRG Insurance for 2025-26.  The renewal quote from Ansvar Charity Insurance was £3767.37.  The clerk reported that this would leave the charity in a very poor financial position.  Ms McMaster who has been updating the Scribe Booking System for the Village Hall agreed to obtain quotes, but the ones received to date were not sufficient, and more investigation was needed.  The renewal date is the 16th May 2025.  It was AGREED that the cheapest quotation which is equivalent with the existing schedule would be ACCEPTED and paid fully by the parish council.
b. Electrical work for the Village Hall & Pre School.  CSM Electrical has recommended that another ECIR is carried out due to their concerns that the previous test in February 2023 was not thorough enough.  The cost of this is £1186.  The clerk has asked CSM Electrical to provide a quote for the remedials they identified when the new fuse box was fitted given the financial strain on the charity.  The previous ECIR is valid and was carried out by R.O.A.R Electrical.
12. Coltishall Station
It was AGREED that Coltishall Station on the Bure Valley Railway Line should be maintained by Broadland District Council and not the parish council. 
13. Working parties
It was AGREED Cllr Sands Moore will circulate a list of potential working parties which councillors could consider joining in line with their skills and interests in parish matters i.e. planning, finance, village hall.  The clerk will circulate a model policy.
14. Facebook information only page for Coltishall Parish Council
It was AGREED to trial an information only page.  It was AGREED Cllr Sands Moore would be responsible for uploading media on the page via the clerk.
15. Play area maintenance
The rubber surfacing around the roundabout has been damaged and children have been picking at it.  The clerk has ordered a wet pour kit which Mr Moate will use to repair the surface.
16. Policies
The IT Policy was considered and ADOPTED.
17. Public Space Protection Order (Dog Fouling) Proposal under the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014.  
It was AGREED to respond to the consultation in SUPPORT of the proposal to renew the above order.
18. Items for inclusion on the next agenda
None.
19. Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 3rd June 2025 at 6.30pm in the Church Rooms, Rectory Road.  
20. Clerk’s Employment
It was APPROVED to exclude the press and public from this meeting under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 given the sensitive nature of the business to be discussed.  It was NOTED that Becky Furr, Parish Clerks resigns on Friday 9th May 2025.  It was AGREED to appoint Philip Chapman as the new parish clerk, commencing Monday 12th May 2025.  An employment contract was circulated in advance of the meeting and APPROVED.

Meeting closed 8:04pm.
News from Broadland District Council- May 2025. 
Our MP Jerome Mayhew & I attended North Norfolk District Councils ‘Planning Hearing’ in early April and told Planning Inspector David Reed of our grave concerns for public safety on the roads in Coltishall & Horstead, once increasing number of new homes are built in North Walsham, but it sadly seems that we have been completely ignored. 
Although we had asked for another transport assessment to be completed, additional funding for traffic mitigation measures & funding to scope a relief road, North Norfolk District Council have disregarded our requests, and Richborough Estates who are promoting Housing Allocation NW16, 330 dwellings at Mundesley Road, North Walsham, plus 40 dwellings equivalent of elderly accommodation, have not been asked to fund any additional transport assessment or road safety measures by the Planning Inspector, even though the cumulative effect of these developments together will be severe.   
The Agent for Richborough Estates told the Inspector that the Transport Assessment by Aecom, which was undertaken back in Autumn 2022 and was scoped for 2000 homes by the ‘Bidwells Consortium’ for the North Walsham Urban Extension, Allocation NW62/A 1800 dwellings, plus 200 dwellings for specialist elderly accommodation, would be sufficient to cover Richborough Estates proposed number of dwellings, and it seems the Inspector has accepted this.  
Although Broadland District Council had signed a Statement of Common Ground in early 2024 with NNDC, Highways & the Bidwells Consortium which ensured three pedestrian crossings, a bus cage & a right hand turn into Wroxham Road from the B1150 in Coltishall, which will be delivered at the first phase of development in North Walsham, the Inspector has asked for another Statement of Common Ground, to include proportional costs for Richborough Estates, which offers no improvement in funding provision for Coltishall at all. 
I have discussed this with Jerome Mayhew MP, and with Cllr. Fran Whymark, we are bitterly disappointed with this outcome, and together we have requested that Broadland District Council does not sign this document which adds no further value for Coltishall & Horstead.  
Kind regards, Cllr. Jo Copplestone                          Cllr.jo.copplestone@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
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