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Minutes of Coltishall Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16th December 2025 at 6.30pm in Coltishall Church Rooms

Present
Chair:  Richard Germany, Vice Chair: John Haschak
Councillors:  Nicola Chaney, Hayley Sands Moore, Michael Spinks and Ewan Young.
Also, Becky Furr – Parish Clerk, Robert Oakes - Coltishall Allotment Association Chairman, District Councillor Jo Copplestone, County Councillor Fran Whymark, Sue Marsh – Locum Clerk and eight parishioners.

Public Participation
A member of the public raised concerns about:
1. The impact the pedestrian crossing on the High Street will have on parking, which may affect custom for businesses.
2. The Broads Authority are mindful to approve an application for 3 dwellings on Church Loke, despite this being in a conversation area and on a green field site.  County Cllr Whymark agreed he would investigate this with the BA.  Concerningly, Cllr Whymark stated that there is no agreement to currently provide Nutrient Neutrality credits.
3. The councillors were thanked for all their efforts over the past year.
District Cllr Copplestone and County Cllr Whymark gave a report on recent matters.  Please refer to the end of these minutes for their report.

Main Meeting
1. Apologies for Absence
None.  To note Cllr Jo Young has resigned from the parish council.  

2. Declarations of interest and request for dispensations
Cllr Germany and Cllr Sands Moore are tenants of Coltishall Allotments.
Cllr Chaney, Cllr Germany and Cllr Spinks are trustees of Coltishall Commons Management Trust.

3. Minutes 
The minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council meetings held on 21st October 2025 and 13th November 2025 were APPROVED and SIGNED as a true and accurate record.
The minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on the 7th October 2025 written by Mr Chapman – former Parish Clerk were contested.  An amended set of minutes provided by Cllr Young (now resigned) were circulated in advance and APPROVED and SIGNED as a true and accurate record.

4. Matters Arising 
Following Cllr Young’s resignation, a notice of vacancy of office for Coltishall Parish Council has been advertised on the website and village hall noticeboard.  If an election has not been called by the 7th January 2025, the parish council may co-opt. 

5. [bookmark: _Hlk57640499]Planning Applications
a. BA2025/0380/TCAA Pump House, High Street, Coltishall. Trim mixed foliage and conifer to 4m height.  NO OBJECTIONS.
b. BA2025/0356/TCAA Burebank House, 4 Anchor Street, Coltishall. T1 & T2 Silver Birch crown reduction 3-4m. NO OBJECTIONS.
c. 2025/3567 Brooke Terrace 5 Station Road, Coltishall. Single storey rear extension. NO OBJECTIONS.
d. 2023/2422 Land to East of Rectory Road. Erection of 25 dwellings. We acknowledge that this is the previously much discussed phase 2 development by Crocus Homes which we have previously commented on. However it was AGREED to ask for an update on the steps to the Bure Valley Railway Path which Crocus had agreed to install.  Cllr Copplestone confirmed she had also chased this up with Petra Maryon – Community Assets Manager.
e. 2025/0312 Burebank House 4 Anchor Street, Coltishall. Extend river garden patio with handrail and glass balustrade, new rear gates, and fencing. NO OBJECTIONS, deadline for consultation has expired.
f. PHA065-ATF5 B1150 Coltishall High Street pedestrian crossing. Consultation for provision of Zebra crossing and associated zig zag markings. Reduction of on street parking. Councillors felt that whilst there is great need for a safe crossing on the ever-busier B1150, the obvious reduction in parking places would be of concern to residents and businesses. It was felt the butchers and hairdressers in particular would suffer. The councillors felt it was difficult to comment as the plan was not to scale, existing trees were not shown, neither was the bend in the road. There was also concern about the bus stops and the widening of the pavement. Also, there is a pink line on the drawing (outside the pharmacy) which was not shown in the key to the drawing. There are many residential properties on the High Street that may not welcome the street lighting. It was felt that, if possible, a visit to a Parish Council Meeting by the designer Sachin Nagaraju, would be highly beneficial as there were many queries and suggestions.  County Cllr Whymark AGREED to take these comments forward as he is being consulted on the design plan.

6. Financial Statement
	a. Payments received and NOTED

	Rural Payments Agency
	Annual Environmental Stewardship Payment
	£643.23

	Broadland District Council
	Community Infrastructure Levy
	£22,780.22

	Allotment Tenants
	Rent and Security Deposit 3rd October – 30th November
	£400.00

	b. Payments previously agreed in the budget and paid ahead of this meeting

	Chris Knott
	Allotment Insurance Renewal
	£315.37

	Trish Graysmark
	Poppy Wreath for Remembrance Service
	£24.49

	Norse Eastern Ltd
	Grass Cutting October and November 2025
	£1905.94

	Wroxham Computers
	Laptop (Note Financial Regulations 5.15. Individual purchases within an agreed budget for that type of expenditure may be authorised by the Clerk, under delegated authority, for any items below £500 excluding VAT.)
	£425.00

	Coltishall Commons Management Trust
	Donation towards costs to repair the footbridge at Upper Common.
	£500.00

	Bure Valley Conservation Group
	Donation for Community Orchard annual cut and rake.
	£100.00

	Philip Chapman
	Salary July – September 2025
	£4062.36 

	Philip Chapman 
	Clerks Expenses including mileage and working from home allowance July – September 2025
	£160.16

	PKF Litte John
	External Audit
	£378.00

	The Garden Guardian
	Grass Verge Cutting 2025
	£2217.60

	Clear Insurance
	Annual Insurance for the parish council
	£1108.52

	Nick Hindle Stonemasons
	War memorial cleaning and repointing
	£640.80

	c. Payments for information only – previously agreed direct debits and standing orders

	EE
	Clerks Mobile for October and November
	£12.94

	Scribe
	Accounts Package October and November
	£88.80

	Anglian Water
	Allotments Utilities
	£82.50

	CPRE
	Annual Subscription
	£60.00



7. Precept
The proposed budget and precept for 2026-27 was APPROVED. The precept requested is £70,496.  This is an increase of £15,125 from the previous financial year and is a result of staffing costs (up to 30 hours per month).  

8. Resignation and Notice of Vacancy of Office
The resignation of Councillor Michelle Thackham was NOTED.  Cllr Germany expressed his thanks for the many years of service Michelle has given.  The clerk reported that there had been no request for a by-election.  However, there is now another notice of casual vacancy till 7th January 2026 because of Jo Young’s resignation.

9. Termination of Groundsman Contract
It was noted that Clifford Moate has terminated his contract with Coltishall Parish Council as self-contracted groundsman and the contract will be readvertised.

10. Allotments
The clerk is currently seeking legal advice from the National Allotment Society regarding a dispute about the return of a security deposit because materials remain on the plot.  Asbestos had been found on the plot. This area has been cordoned off and materials moved, ready for collection.
It was AGREED the clerk will set up a gov.uk email account for Coltishall Allotment Association.
Mr Oakes – Chairman of Coltishall Allotment Association reported that there isn’t a waiting list.  1 whole plot and 1 half plot are available.  The quote to remove the carpet and plastic from Plot 58 was APPROVED at £230+VAT. There are 5 tenancy agreements outstanding.  The tenants of Plot 18a have given up their plot, but it needs to be cleared.  It was AGREED the clerk will write to the tenant and request this is done as soon as possible.

11. Highway and PROW matters
a. Proposed 20mph speed limit to include complete length of Rectory Road to the junction with the Hill.  County Cllr Whymark stated there had been previous discussions with Highways about this and they were supportive of a 20mph full circular speed limit from North Walsham Road, the High Street, Church Road and Rectory Road.  It was AGREED the clerk will check historical emails and circulate information to County Cllr Whymark to follow up with Highways.
b. The quote for 2026 grass verge cutting maintenance was APPROVED to The Garden Guardians at £1977+VAT.  This is reclaimed from Norfolk County Council.
c. Bus shelter design for the High Street.  Please see minutes under item 5f.
d. Double yellow lines opposite the driveway of 1 St Johns Close.  It was AGREED the clerk will email Highways and County Cllr Whymark to find out if a H-Bar marking could be put down.  This is the most cost-effective solution.

12. Tree matters 
a. It was AGREED that the Rowan tree planted for the Queens Green Canopy at the Community Orchard will be moved to the Churchyard, as the existing trees are blocking sunlight.
b. It was noted that the last tree survey was carried out in 2023.

13. CVHRG matters
The quote to install a 16x10 foot shed and paving base was APPROVED for £4000 from New Farm Timber Products.  It was AGREED this will be funded using CiL funds.  Cllr Germany will obtain a quote for Type 1 aggregate for the large recreation ground car park, which will be considered at the next meeting.

14. 2026 Parish Council Meetings
It was AGREED these will be held on the first Wednesday of the month at 6.30pm in the Church Rooms.  There is no meeting in August.

15. Items for inclusion on the next agenda
To consider the quote for type 1 aggregate for the large recreation ground car park.

16. Admission of Public and Press
It was APPROVED to exclude the press and public from this meeting under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 given the sensitive nature of the business to be discussed.  
a. It was AGREED to appoint Sue Marsh as Locum Clerk for 25 hours per week.  This will be reviewed after 9-months.
b. It was AGREED to continue the ongoing appointment of Becky Furr as Locum Clerk for 10 hours per week.  This will be reviewed after 3 months.
c. The laptop, mobile phone and other assets have not been returned to the parish council despite numerous requests.  It was AGREED the clerk will make a formal statement to Police on behalf of the parish council.
d. Peter Finnish from Council HR Governance and Support will be investigating an employment matter in the New Year.  Unfortunately this could not be carried out sooner due to their existing workload.

The meeting closed at 7.55pm.

News from Broadland District Council- November 2025. 
It has been recently announced that the UK Government has decided to delay four of next year’s mayoral elections until 2028, and this will include Norfolk & Suffolk. It is still uncertain whether Government has decided on Local Government reform (LGR), and we will have to wait until next April for a decision, and the timetable for implementation. This implies elections next year will be postponed, but we wait for further clarification on this matter, the Leader of Norfolk County Council is going to Westminster this week to get answers, and we are all concerned about local democracy during these uncertain times. 
The B1150 Group met in early December, and data from the traffic survey data conducted over the Summer by Norfolk County Councils Sustainable Transport Infrastructure Team was presented by Alex Cliff and the project engineer, once members of the B1150 Group understand the implications of the traffic survey, I will report back on this matter.  
We have received an engineer’s report from the ‘highway design team’, showing a plan of a proposed pedestrian crossing on Coltishall High Street, following Coltishall Parish Council’s request for a crossing assessment which was prompted by ongoing concerns for pedestrian safety and further planned development in North Walsham. The Engineer is overseeing the design and implementation of the pedestrian crossing scheme which will undoubtedly improve public safety, the crossing is being funded by Active Travel England. 
Members of Broadlands Planning Committee voted to refuse a solar farm at Cawston, the Solar PV panels & lithium battery storage were due to be sited on prime agricultural land, adjacent to Marriotts Way and Forestry.  A written ministerial statement from May 2024, states the importance of; ‘Solar and Protecting our Food Security and Best and Most Versatile (BMV) Land. The proposed PV site is three miles away from the nearest electricity substation at Salle and sited on the opposite side of Cawston Village, which would mean the village high street would need digging up to provide a connection to the grid. The Local Councillor who objected to the application said “It’s in the wrong place, close to too many properties and it hasn’t got a plug,” and I was happy to support his stance on this important matter.  
Kind regards, Cllr. Jo Copplestone                          Cllr.jo.copplestone@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
News from Norfolk County Council
As you may be aware the mayoral elections planned for 2026 have been pushed back to 2028. This gives rise to an unusual situation where we will have the legal entity of a Mayoral Combined County Authority for Norfolk and Suffolk from 2026 but no mayor. Norfolk and Suffolk will be given 1/3 of the £37.4m for investment in infrastructure (approx. £12.5m) for 2026 and 2027 before getting the mayor and full funding in 2028. Without being overly political, the government appear to be making this up as they go along. NCC Leader and Suffolk County Council Leader will be meeting the Minister in London tomorrow to argue for more money and greater clarity about the mayor and future elections. They are both clear that we will not ask for a further delay to local elections next year, although this could be imposed upon us. On a cautionary note; flu season has started early this year and hospital admissions are 50% higher than this time last year, please get your flu and other vaccinations now rather than waiting; a number of illegal recreational drugs have been confirmed as having fentanyl and other synthetic opioids mixed with them (some 100 times stronger). This may not affect you but could affect others in your family or circle of friends, please share the warnings and maybe save a life.
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas. Thank you all for everything you do in Coltishall.
Fran
Cllr Fran Whymark
Proudly Representing the Wroxham Division
Cabinet Member for Public Health and Wellbeing
Chair Norfolk Health and Wellbeing Board and Norfolk and Waveney Integrated Care Partnership
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